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Education Then…
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… and Now

Diagram taken from the Post-Secondary Booklet/Secondary Booklet: https://www.moe.gov.sg/-/media/files/secondary/secondary-school-
booklet-2021.pdf 3



3 pairs of shoes    3 individuals

Which shoe 

should they 

get?

1

2

3

Anna

Ben

Chloe

4



Importance of having the 
      right information

Anna – follows all the fashion 
channels on TikTok. Always on 
the lookout for latest trends

Ben – Captain of the school 
basketball team. 

Chloe – loves sports. Joined the 
school track team recently

ADIDAS ADIZERO 

RUNNING SHOES

NIKE KD 14 
BASKETBALL 

SHOES

ONITSUKA TIGER 
FASHION SNEAKERS
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Value of ECG

6
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Questions Your Child May Have

Education Pathways /  

Choice of Course

Which post-secondary 

education pathway / 

course should I choose?

Aptitude-Based Admissions

Should I apply for DSA-JC 

or Poly EAE? 

How do I do it?

I Don’t Know

I don’t know what I 

should do to develop 

my skills, and portfolio. 

Where do I start?

What if I am unsure about 

my career aspiration?

Career Aspiration
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How Can ECG Support Your Child?

The more I know about 

myself, the better I can 

decide on how I can 

meaningfully play a part 

in my community.

There are many 

education and career 

opportunities which I can 

confidently explore, 

while respecting the 

value of all occupations.

By staying adaptable 

and resilient, I can 

continuously pursue 

opportunities for learning 

and develop myself.



OUTLINE Overview of Post-Sec 
Pathways & Admission 
Criteria

Changes to the 
Education Landscape

How to Support and 
Guide your Child

9



Junior Colleges (JCs) or 

Millennia Institute (MI)
1

Prepares students for the 

GCE ‘A’ level examination or 

International Baccalaureate 

(IB) Diploma Programme.

Polytechnics

2
Provides students with hands-on, 

practice-based learning experience 

within a dynamic and progressive 

learning environment. 

 

Institutes of Technical 

Education (ITEs)
3

Equips students with technical 

knowledge and skills relevant to 

the industry. 

Art Institutions

4
Allows students with the 

aptitude and interest to pursue 

the creative arts at the tertiary 

level.

Main Post-secondary pathways
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JC / MI Polytechnic ITE Arts Institution

Where?
18 JCs

+ MI

5 polytechnics

(SP, NP, TP, NYP, RP)

3 ITE Colleges

(CC, CE, CW)

NAFA

LASALLE

Duration
JC: 2 years

MI: 3 years

3 years 2 years (O-level)

3 years (N-level)

3 years

Qualification
A-level certificate/

IB diploma 

Poly diploma Higher National ITE 

Certificate (NITEC)

Arts diploma

Eligibility 

Criteria

L1R5 ≤ 20

L1R4 ≤ 20

Net ELR2B2 ≤ 26*

(*Nursing: 28)

Best 4 subjects

(and meet course Min 

Entry Requirements)

Pass in EL

Net aggregate of 4 

‘O’ subjects ≤ 25

(excluding EL)

At A Glance
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LANGUAGES

HUMANITIES

& THE ARTS

MATHS & 

SCIENCES

Knowledge Skills

GP PW

JC Curriculum Framework

Life Skills 

(CCA, 

CCE, VIA, 

PE)

3 H2 subjects

1 H1/H2 subject

+ GP (H1)

+ MT (H1)

+ PW (Pass/Fail)

https://www.moe.gov.sg/-/media/files/post-secondary/important-notes-on-subjects-offered-for-pre-

u-course.pdf

At least one H1 or H2 subject is from 

a contrasting discipline 

L1R5 (JC)  or L1R4 (MI) better than 20

Specific Subject Entry Requirements  

1

2

12



IB Diploma Programme Curriculum

Source:  Diploma Programme (DP) - International Baccalaureate® (ibo.org) DP curriculum - International Baccalaureate® (ibo.org)

3 subjects at Higher Level

3 subjects at Standard Level

OR

4 subjects at Higher Level

2 subjects at Standard Level

L1R5 (JC) better than 201

Specific Subject Entry Requirements 2
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https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/


Poly Course Clusters

Information & 

Digital Tech

Applied 

Science

Engineering

Built 

Environment

Maritime

Studies

Media & 

Design

Humanities

Health 

Sciences

Business & 

Mgmt

Close to

 200 courses
ELR2B2A/B/C/D1

Specific Subject Entry
       Requirements

2

14

http://www.nyp.edu.sg/
http://www.np.edu.sg/
http://www.rp.edu.sg/
http://www.sp.edu.sg/
http://www.sp.edu.sg/
http://www.tp.edu.sg/


Design & 
Media

Applied & 
Health 
Science

Hospitality

Electronics and 
Info-Comm 
Technology

Business & 
Services

Engineering

@ITE College Central

@ITE College West

@ITE College East @ all ITE Colleges

42 

coursesCourse Clusters @ ITE
Best  4 subjects1    

Minimum Course Entry Requirements2
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ITE Progression Award (IPA)

CNA, 16 Feb 2024

In FY2024:

Est  $90 million 
awarded to around 

12,000 ITE grads 

who enrolled in 

/completed their 

diplomas

https://www.moe.gov.sg/microsites/cos2025/
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Arts Institutions

NAFA
Diploma (nafa.edu.sg);  Degree (nafa.edu.sg)

Lasalle
Schools | LASALLE College of the Arts

Pass O-Level English1    Net Aggregate (4 O-subjects) ≤ 𝟐𝟓2

Course-specific

requirements 

apply

17

https://www.nafa.edu.sg/enrolment/our-courses/diploma
https://www.nafa.edu.sg/enrolment/our-courses/degree
https://www.lasalle.edu.sg/schools


JC or Poly?

13 Jan 2025

5 Feb 2024

What is right for YOU?
                                            (your child)
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Real Stories

Poly ➔ JC

JC ➔ MI ➔ Poly
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Some 
considerations

Discuss with your child

- What is your learning style?

- Are you ready to specialise?

- What kind of environment do 

you prefer?

 etc…

Duration

Course Focus

Course Choices

School Structure

Assessment & Results

20



In Summary

21

JC/MI

In-depth study of a few subjects

Theory-based learning

One major exam

Structured timetable

POLYTECHNIC

More bite-sized modules

Practice-oriented and applied learning

Cumulative GPA

Flexible timetable



Applications Timeline

After O-level results

(January)

PolytechnicITE Arts 

Institutions

Poly EAE JC DSA

During Sec 4 year

(May – July)

* 2-year course

JC / MI

NAFA EAE

Early Admissions Exercise
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Changes to the 
Education Landscape
Precipitated by trends in the wider world of work (WoW)
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Changes in the World of Work

24

Evolving Global 
Trends

Rise of Artificial 

Intelligence & Rapid 

Technological 

Advancements

Shifting Values of 

Work & Aspirations



Conflicting 
Opinions

S O  W H O  I S  R I G H T ?
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/magazines/pa

nache/bill-gates-predicts-only-three-jobs-will-survive-

the-ai-takeover-here-is-

why/articleshow/119533999.cms?from=mdr

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/chamath-palihapitiya-

agrees-no-longer-013013584.html?guccounter=1
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Disruption to Skills

Source: https://www.weforum.org/publications/the-future-of-jobs-report-2025/infographics-94b6214b36/ 

https://www.weforum.org/publications/the-future-of-jobs-report-2025/infographics-94b6214b36/


Skills Required for the Future

27
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Recognition of Skills

Source: https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/how-singaporean-edwin-toh-landed-a-top-

job-in-google-despite-not-having-a-degree 
Source: https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/singapore/more-employers-looking-beyond-academic-

qualifications-nearly-8-10-vacancies-dont-require-them 

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/how-singaporean-edwin-toh-landed-a-top-job-in-google-despite-not-having-a-degree
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/how-singaporean-edwin-toh-landed-a-top-job-in-google-despite-not-having-a-degree
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/singapore/more-employers-looking-beyond-academic-qualifications-nearly-8-10-vacancies-dont-require-them
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/singapore/more-employers-looking-beyond-academic-qualifications-nearly-8-10-vacancies-dont-require-them


Changes in the Education Landscape
Primary Secondary Post-Secondary Institutes of 

Higher Learning

Revised PSLE 

Scoring System -

Achievement Levels 

scoring system

Implementation of Full 

Subject-Based 

Banding

Polytechnic Foundation Programme (PFP) students choose 

a cluster of interest instead of a specific diploma

Increased access to Polytechnics. Students taking G3 

subjects, or a mix of G3 & G2 subjects can join PFP

Students can use a G2 subject to compute their ELR2B2 

score for admission to Polytechnic Year 1

Streamlining of ITE curriculum to attain a Higher Nitec within 

a shorter time

Offering of ITE Work-Study Diplomas

Shorter Polytechnic Diplomas for A-Level Students

Reduced number of subjects required for Junior College 

admission from six (L1R5) to five (L1R4)

Expanding Direct School Admission-Junior College (DSA-

JC) Opportunities

Expanding Aptitude-

Based Admissions at 

Autonomous 

Universities

Inter-disciplinary 

learning

Offering of Work-

Study Degrees

Establishing University 

of the Arts

29Source: MOE website, COS microsites, and press releases



Changes to A-Level Curriculum and 
Autonomous University Admissions

30

Project Work to 

be graded as a 

"Pass/Fail" 

subject 

 A Pass in PW still 

required for 

applications to 

autonomous 

universities.

Source: https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/press-releases/20230301-learn-for-life-forging-our-collective-future-nurturing-diverse-talents-and-expanding-pathways

General Paper

From 2024, all JC1 

students will be 

required to study 

General Paper (GP)

[Knowledge & Inquiry 

(KI) de-linked, not 

allowed to substitute 

GP]

No more Mid-

Year Exam

For JCs and 

Millennia Institute, 

starting with the 

cohort entering 2024.

University 

Admission 

Score

From 2026, only 3 H2 

content-based 

subjects will count 

towards UAS by 

default. 

Fourth content-based 

subject included only 

if it improves score

https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/press-releases/20230301-learn-for-life-forging-our-collective-future-nurturing-diverse-talents-and-expanding-pathways


UAS Computation

31

Previously included

Maximum of 90 points



Supporting Your Child’s
ECG Journey

32



Credit : Image from Microsoft 365
33

We can have more frank conversations with our children and families on the definition of 

success…[it] must be defined by helping children to realise their own potential, develop their 

own strengths and ultimately, be confident with themselves. 

Success cannot, should not and must not be the constant need to be compared with someone 

else and having to live up to somebody else’s image

    

M R  C H A N  C H U N  S I N G ,  M I N I S T E R  

F O R  E D U C A T I O N

P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  S I T T I N G  ( 2 0 2 1 )

Source : https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/speeches/20210727-ministerial-statement-by-mr-chan-chun-sing-minister-for-education-for-the-parliament-sitting

Definitions of Success

https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/speeches/20210727-ministerial-statement-by-mr-chan-chun-sing-minister-for-education-for-the-parliament-sitting


Parents’ Role in ECG

34

• recognising that our children are unique and providing opportunities at 
home for them to develop self-awareness and discover their values, 
interests, personality, sense of purpose, and strengths (VIPS);

• being aware of the various education pathways available and how they 
cater to the strengths and interests of our children;

• guiding our children to set targets in working towards their goals and 
helping them develop resilience by encouraging them to see mistakes 
and failures as opportunities for growth.

Be supporters and facilitators of our children's education and career 

journey by:



Be a Facilitator / 

Supporter

I see myself as a facilitator and 

supporter instead of the “director” 

of my children’s decisions.

Believe in their growth 

I believe that my children’s 

abilities can grow through 

dedication and hard work.

Appreciate them for who 

they are

I recognise that my children are 

unique with their own values, 

interests, strengths, personality 

and skills. 

I appreciate all professions and 

acknowledge their respective 

contributions to Singapore

Parents’ Role in ECG

Appreciate all professions 

and contributions

35

Develop their resilience

I help my children to develop 

resilience by encouraging them 

to see mistakes and failures as

opportunities for growth.



Who am I?

Discovering Purpose

How do I get there?

Staying Relevant

Where do I want to go?

Exploring Opportunities

✓ Discover their values, interests, personality, and 

strengths (VIPS)

✓ Sense of purpose and role in the community

✓ Explore educational and career possibilities/pathways

✓ Be open-minded and prepared for possible opportunities

✓ Develop S.M.A.R.T goals and action plans

✓ Research on updated school information

✓ Continue to learn and grow  

3 ECG Questions to Guide Your Child

36

Consult trusted adults (e.g. parents, teachers, ECG counsellor, etc.)



Suggested Activities

Staying 

Relevant

Discovering 

Purpose

Exploring 

Opportunities

My Child

➢ Encourage your child to explore the profiling 

tools on the MySkillsFuture Student Portal 

(Secondary). 

➢ Encourage your child to speak with relevant 

and trusted adults - their teachers, as well as 

ECG Counsellors, alumni and industry 

professionals 

➢ Encourage your child to engage in activities, 

such as co-curricular activities (CCAs) or Values 

in Action (VIA)

Supporting Your Child’s ECG Journey

37



MySF Portal – Profiling Tools

Credit : Image from go.gov.sg/mysfsec

What would 

I like to do 

more of?

What am I 

good at?

What key 
values matter 
most to me in 

a work 
setting?

What type of 
learning 

environment 
suits me best?

https://www.myskillsfuture.gov.sg/content/student/en/secondary/assessment.html


Discovering Purpose 

Guide your child to think 

▪ What is my purpose?

▪ How can I use my strengths, 

interests, values, and personality 

to contribute to the community?

39
Source: ECG on the Move Travelling Exhibit

Interactive activity for Workskills

https://staging.gm.design/moe_knowing_your_purpose_int/


Support them as they discover 

their VIPS

What do you enjoy doing? 

How would you describe yourself? 

How do others describe you?

What are your strengths? 

What have people praised you for?

What is important to you? 

What motivates you?

What are the issues you feel 

strongly about?

Discovering Purpose

Encourage reflection on 

experiences

What do you do in…?

What do you like / dislike about…?

How do you feel when…?

What did you learn about…?

What did you discover about 

yourself through…?

Connect experiences

What have you learned in 

<Subject> that will be useful for 

<Jobs you like>?

Is this an ability / skill / interest 

you want to develop further?

Would you like to do something 

like that in your future job? Why?

40



Staying 

Relevant

Discovering 

Purpose

Exploring 

Opportunities

My Child

• Explore post-secondary education institutions and 

possible future careers together with your child.

• Encourage your child to pursue hobbies/projects 

that allow them to further develop his/her interests 

and skills.

• Support your child’s participation in VIA, learning 

journeys and education and career fairs to expose 

him/her to different education and career pathways. 

Supporting Your Child’s ECG Journey

Suggested Activities

41



Where Do I Want to Go? 

Which occupation 
should I choose?

Designer?
Physiotherapist?
Programmer?
Urban Farmer?

ICT?
Humanities/Arts? 
Science/Engineering?
Business?

Which course should I 
choose?

Creating new AI?
Improve Mental Health?
Improve Sustainability?
Distribute Wealth?

Sense of Purpose / Challenge

42



Exploring Opportunities

Get them to explore possible education pathways, institutions and courses

Talk to them about their choices 

Explore post-sec courses offered by 
JCs, Polytechnics and ITE:

CourseFinder

Explore school information about JCs/MI
(e.g. CCA, subjects, programmes):

SchoolFinder

43

https://www.moe.gov.sg/coursefinder
https://www.moe.gov.sg/schoolfinder?journey=Post%20secondary-JC%20school


MySkillsFuture Portal – World of Work
What are the different industries available?

What are the occupations within each?

What are the skills required?

https://www.myskillsfuture.gov.sg/content/student/en/secondary/world-of-work/industry-landscape.html


Discover On My Way by NYC

https://discover.nyc.gov.sg/omw


Exploring Opportunities

Let your child be the expert

That’s a job I don’t know much 

about, could you tell me more 

what it does?

How’s the job prospect like? Could 

we find out and discuss more next 

time?

What does this course offer? What 

will you be learning / 

experiencing?

Exploring areas of interests

Which would be your top 3 

aspirations? Why did you choose 

these?

Are there others you have in mind?

What are the skills / knowledge you 

wish to develop / gain?

Would you prefer something more 

academic or hands-on and work-

oriented?

Prompt them to think beyond

What do you want from this 

career?

What are the things important to 

you in a job?

What would be some other jobs 

related to this role / industry?

How can you find more 

information?

46



Staying 

Relevant

Discovering 

Purpose

Exploring 

Opportunities

My Child

• Share your lifelong learning journey with your child, 

encouraging him/her to set and review self-

developmental goals, and document their learning 

experiences and reflection. 

• Encourage your child to connect and learn from 

industry professionals at career fairs and other 

events. 

• Encourage your child to find out more about the 

school programmes and resources available that 

will allow them to develop skills and learn 

continually. 

Supporting Your Child’s ECG Journey

Suggested Activities

47



True Stories, Real Experiences

Different pathways to success

48

https://www.myskillsfuture.gov.sg/content/student/en/secondary/assessment.html


Staying Relevant

Get your child to be responsible for his/her plan

Which courses / qualifications 

do you think will lead you to this job?

Are there any prerequisites / minimum entry 

requirements to apply to these courses?

What steps can you take to work towards your goal?

How can you better prepare yourself 

for this course / job?

What are the possible ways/admissions 

to get to your course?

Discuss with your child like they are adults

What ‘game plan’/plan do you have in mind to 

work towards this course/career?

Are there ways you can experience what the job is 

like?

Are there practical constraints you may face? 

Eg. colour appreciation deficiency?

49



Guide your child to be open-minded, explore possibilities and understand that 

there are pathways to purposeful work for everyone. 

Help him/her to appreciate and be respectful towards all jobs.

Help him/her not to limit themselves to certain education and career options by 

gender or prestige stereotypes. 

Create opportunities for him/her to interact with peers from diverse backgrounds. 

Through these opportunities, students can embrace lifelong learning by 

continually developing his/her interests, skills and create his/her own success 

stories. 

How can you better engage and support 
your child?

50



Have regular 

and genuine 

conversation 

with your child

Provide 

opportunities 

for your child to 

grow

Familiarise 

yourself with 

your child’s 

personality and 

learning style

Show love and 

support which 

helps your child 

grow in 

confidence

Supporting Your Child’s Aspirations

Source : 2021 CEG’s Parents Seminar 51



ECG 
Programmes 
at GESS

52

ECG-infused CCE lessons
Introduction to 
MySkillsFuture (MySF) 
portal and resources

Cohort talks

Learning Journeys

GESSian Week Focus on ECG in Sec 4

Individual counselling/Group guidance

Includes visits to 
Polys/ITEs



Your child can book a slot to chat with me about their 

educational and career aspirations.

Ms. Christina Ho
Education & Career Guidance Counsellor

53

WHEN: Sem 1: Every Tue & Wed

Sem 2: Every Mon & Tue

8.30am to 5.00pm

WHERE: ASE Room (Level 1, Classroom Block)

E-MAIL: ho_yuin_ching_christina@moe.edu.sg

For appointment booking, please scan the QR code 

or go to http://go.gov.sg/book-ecg-gess



Thank you 
for 

your feedback

54

Onward!
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