
Post ‘O’ Levels 
Education Pathways



Objectives 
• To share an overview of post ‘O’ levels 

education landscape.



Post ‘O’ Levels 
Education Landscape



What’s Next after GCE ‘O’ Levels?

Source : https://beta.moe.gov.sg/uploads/A-Guide-to-Post-Secondary-Exercise.pdf



What’s Next after GCE ‘O’ Levels



Pre Universities Landscape



18 Junior Colleges (JCs) & Millennia 
Institute
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Prepares students for the GCE ‘A’ 
Level or International 
Baccalaureate (IB) examination

Length of study:

JCs – 2 years

MI – 3 years

Cut-off Points:

To enter a JC:
L1R5 must be ≤ 20

To enter MI:
L1R4 must be ≤ 20 



JC and MI: Admission Criteria

L1R5 ≤ 20

L1R4 ≤ 20

Source : JAE 2021 Booklet



JC and MI: Subject Requirements

Source : JAE 2021 Booklet



GCE A-Level Programme
Junior Colleges / Millenia Institute

Legend

CCA Co-Curricular Activities

CCE Character & Citizenship Education

PE Physical Education

GP General Paper

PW Project Work

KI Knowledge & Inquiry

VIA Values in Action
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JC and MI: A-Level Curriculum
H1 H2 H3

Half of H2 subjects 
in terms of 

curriculum time.

Equivalent to ‘A’ 
level subjects 
prior to 2006.

Subjects with 
diverse learning 
opportunities for 

in-depth study 
(e.g. advanced 

content, research, 
university-level

module). 
You must offer the 

corresponding 
subject at H2 level.



JC/MI: Typical Subject Combination

CONTENT‐BASED SUBJECTS
At least one subject is from a 

contrasting discipline

3H2 + 1H1 

4H2

General Paper (GP)
Project Work (PW)

Mother Tongue (MT)*

3 Compulsory 
H1 SubjectsOR

* Exempted if student scored at least D7 for higher MT at O levels



Subject Combination (Science) 
Example

Compulsory H1 Subjects
• GP, PW, MT

3 H2 Subjects (Science)
• Biology or Physics, Chemistry, 

Mathematics
1 H1 Subject (Arts)
• Economics
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Subject Combination (Arts) 
Example

Compulsory H1 Subjects
• GP, PW, MT

3 H2 Subjects (Art)
• Art, History, Economics

1 H1 Subject (Science)
• Mathematics
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Subject Combination 
(Hybrid) Example

Compulsory H1 Subjects
• GP, PW, MT

3 H2 Subjects (Hybrid-Arts)
• History, Economics, Physics

1 H1 Subject (Science)
• Mathematics
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What to expect in a
Pre-University Education?

• You prefer an in-depth study of a specific content 
area in academic studies. 

• You prefer learning that is more conceptual and 
theoretical.

• You prefer to stay with the same group of people 
throughout your time in school.

• You prefer a structured timetable with allocated 
lectures and tutorials.

• You prefer the routine of a school setting.



How to calculate bonus points?

Source: JAE Booklet 2021 Pg 12



JC and MI: 2020 Net L1R5 Aggregate

Source : JAE 2021 Booklet



JC and MI: Useful Information

Source : JAE 2021 Booklet



What’s Next after GCE ‘O’ Levels



Polytechnic Landscape



Polytechnic: 
Merit Based Admission (JAE)

Source : https://beta.moe.gov.sg/uploads/A-Guide-to-Post-Secondary-Exercise.pdf



Restricted
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POLYTECHNICS
Courses focus on the development of 

industry-relevant competencies

Curriculum is practice-oriented and allows 
the building of a strong theoretical 

foundation and enables direct application 
of knowledge and skills to real work

Students graduate with a 
Diploma

Republic 
Polytechnic

Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic

Singapore 
Polytechnic

Nanyang 
Polytechnic

Temasek
Polytechnic



Course Clusters in Polytechnic

Restricted



What to expect in the 
Polytechnic Education?

Restricted

• The classes are more spread-out.
• There is more group work and assignments.
• There is a need for consistency and discipline to 

maintain the grades, as the results are calculated 
cumulatively over the three years. 
• There is strong emphasis on practice-based learning. 
• There is a larger emphasis on soft skills such as 

communication, presentation, problem-solving, 
creative thinking skills. 
• The Diploma prepares you for the World of Work

Source : https://www.polytechnic.edu.sg/introduction/what-is-polytechnic-education



Entry Requirements to Poly
Net ELR2B2 ≤ 26 and fulfil Minimum Entry 
Requirements

• Humanities
• Media	&	Design

• Business	&	
Management

• Applied	Sciences
• Engineering
• Health	Sciences
• Information	&	Digital	

Technologies
• Built	Environment	

• Built	Environment
• Media	&	Design

*Please	refer	to	JAE	2021	Booklet	for	details	of	MER



Polytechnic: 
Minimum Entry Requirement

 *Minimum Entry Requirement (MER) VARIES across 
courses.

 Relevant Subjects (R2) vary from course to course.

Subjects English	
Language

Math Net	
ELR2B2

Grades A1 to C6/D7* A1 to C6/D7* ≤ 26

Restricted



Course Finder
https://beta.moe.gov.sg/coursefinder/

RestrictedSource: https://www.polytechnic.edu.sg



Restricted



What’s Right for your child?



The 3 ECG Questions

• Know yourself 
and the world 
around you 
better

Who am I?

• Explore 
possible 
Courses & 
Careers

Where am I 
Going • Decide on 

further  
education 
options 

How do I get 
there?



Restricted

Using my RIASEC Code to 
Help Me Explore
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Maths

Built 
Environment

Sciences

Engineering

Informational 
& Digital 

Technology

Who 
am I?



Take the profiling tool in 
MySkillsfuture Portal
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• What are things that I like 
to do more of ?

(CAREER) 
INTERESTS 

• What areas am I good at?SKILLS 
CONFIDENCE

• Do you enjoy 
discovering new things?

• Is helping people in the 
society important to 
you? 

WORK 
VALUES

Where 
am I 

going?



• DSA Online Applications : Opens in May

• Students assessed through trials, 
auditions, portfolio, and/or interviews

• If successful, students given a conditional 
offer before sitting for ‘O’ levels 

• Offer is confirmed if student meets L1R5 
≤ 20 and subject requirements.

• With confirmed offer, students cannot 
transfer schools nor participate in JAE.

• Allows students to apply and
secure a place in the JC, based on
talents and achievements like
sports, performing arts or specific
academic areas.

• Different JCs have different
categories and selection criteria.

Direct School Admission (DSA)



• EAE Online Applications : Opens in June

• Students assessed through interviews, 
aptitude tests and portfolio reviews. 
(important to participate in CCA 
and school activities to demonstrate 
interest and build portfolio)

• If successful, students given a 
conditional offer in course of choice. 

• Offer is confirmed if student fulfils 
ELR2B2 ≤ 26 and minimum entry 
requirements (MER). With confirmed 
offer, students cannot switch course.

• If the MERs are not met, offer is 
revoked and student participates in JAE 
based on ‘O’ level results. 

• Allows students to apply and secure a
place in the Polytechnic, based on
interests and aptitude, before sitting for
the ‘O’ levels.

• Apply up to 3 Poly courses and submit
personal statements (write-ups) for each
course applied for

Poly Early Admission Exercise



Parents can support your 
Child’s ECG journey by…

• Keep an open mind & have a two-way 
conversation with your child

• Give your child the space to communicate 
freely with you



JC
SchoolFinder

Poly
CourseFinder

Additional Resources



Additional Resources

https://go.gov.sg/mysfsec



Guidance Branch, MOE


